
San Mateo County Fair 
2026 Fair Survey Results 

Total number of people who took the survey: 243 

 

General Questions 

 

 
A common reason 
respondents selected 
“No” was that admission 
and parking costs were 
too expensive for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 2026 
 
 

 

88.21%  

17.44% 
21.40% 



Question: When did you visit? (You can check multiple days if you've 
visited us more than once. 

Shown here are the top 5. 

This year, the top five most visited days were: 1) Senior Day, 2) Discounted Admission Day, 3) Día de la 
Feria, 4) Day 2 of the Bayside 101 Music Festival and Family Pride Day, and 5) Winds of the Pacific. 

Senior Day remained the most visited day for the second year in a row. Discounted Admission Day 
moved from third place last year to second place this year, while Día de la Feria moved from fifth to 
third. Day 2 of the Bayside 101 Music Festival moved from second to fourth place this year, when it was 
held alongside Family Pride Day. Overall, the same major special and promotional days continued to 
rank among the most visited, although their rankings shifted from the previous year. 

 

Question: Check all the exhibits/entertainment you interact with. 

Shown here are the top 5. 

 

 
This year, the top five were: 1) Fair Farm, 2) Agriculture, 3) Fine Arts, 4) Homemaker Arts, and 5) 
Floral Arts. 

Fair Farm remained the most popular attraction for the second year in a row, while Agriculture 
moved from fourth place last year to second place this year. Fine Arts also remained a top 
attraction, holding steady in third place. A notable change this year was the addition of 
Homemaker Arts and Floral Arts to the top five, replacing Carnival and Pig Races. 



Question: Please select below the main reason you've attended the 
Fair this year. 

Shown here are the top 4. 
 

 

 
This year, the top reasons shifted slightly, with 1) contest entries, 2) no specific reason—they attend 
every year, 3) free entertainment, and 4) Special Event Days. 

While many of the same reasons remained among the top responses, their rankings changed. 
Contest entries moved from third place last year to the top reason for attending this year, while free 
entertainment dropped from first to third. The response “no specific reason—they attend every year” 
remained near the top, suggesting that the Fair continues to attract a strong base of returning 
attendees who view attending the Fair as an annual tradition. Another notable change was Special 
Event Days entering the top four this year, replacing carnival rides. 

 

Experience at the Fair 

 

Food Selection Free Entertainment Concert Lineup 

 

Overall Satisfaction 

 

. 



Question: Select all the ways you heard about this year's San Mateo 
County Fair. 

 

Shown here are the top 4. 
 

 

 

 

 
This year, the top four ways attendees heard about the Fair were: 1) 
Email Newsletter, 2) Social Media, 3) Website, and 4) Word of Mouth. 
Compared to last year, Website and Word of Mouth remained in the 
same third and fourth positions. However, Email Newsletter moved 
from second place last year to first place this year, while Social Media 
moved from first to second. 

The increase in Email Newsletter responses may be connected to the 
Fair’s expanded email outreach this year. The number of email 
subscribers increased by 32.3%, and a total of 18 newsletters were 
sent this year compared to only three last year. The combination of a 
larger subscriber base and more frequent communication may have 
contributed to Email Newsletter becoming the top way attendees 
reported hearing about the Fair. 



 

 

  

 
  

Demographics 

What is your Gender? What is your age? 
 

Based on this year’s survey results, attendees ages 65–74 represented the largest age group, compared to 
last year when attendees ages 35–44 ranked first. This year, the 35–44 age group moved to second place. 

This shift suggests that the Fair saw stronger participation among older adults this year while still 
maintaining high attendance among attendees ages 35–44. 

Question: Where do you live? 

Top 7 Zip Codes 
 



Recommendations for 2027 

• Could you install a large screen TV near the entrances to let people know what was 
happening "Today at the Fair!". 

• You could also post QR codes so people could open a website with a list of activities, 
where they are located and an interactive map of the fair (events per building, per type 
(e.g., for kids) and so on. 

• It would be nice if it ran longer into June 

• Better timing-opening day should be noon as it has been in the past, either shorten the 
fair or consider different days for the fair to close. 

• Maybe a misting station on really hot days. It was 98° for two straight hours on 
Thursday 

• There needs to be more shade. It gets too hot in the sun all day. 

• Put the refillable bottle stations in a cooler area, and have more of them please, the 
water was quite warm 

• I'd suggest maybe having a paper large printed calendar up front by the Barn Office to 
highlight the weeks events. 

Compliments 

 

• My teenage son comes for the rides and also to see his award in the youth exhibits. I love that 

he loves the fair. I love that there is lots to do for me, too. 

• I volunteered to help with the quilt judging, hanging up, and taking down. I did learn a lot from 

the judging. 

• Been going since the 80s when it was also a floral festival. Additional agricultural and floral 

exhibits would be great. But it is still one of the best! We went 4 times! 

• While it was a nice quiet place to get out of the sun the Redwood Hall renovations are nice 

• We love the diversity the fair displays!! Many good choices on various days! We love the food 

• Love your fair. Forgot to mention above that I Always enjoy your quilt Exhibits. You have so 

many more quilts than the Alameda Co Fair. Love it! 

• Redwood Hall was a great addition, especially as a place to escape the heat. 

• My family and I have many good memories at the San Mateo County Fair. We typically 

ateend yearly. Thank you for all your work!! 

• The You Tube family day was good for us as a vendor. 

• I hope to see Ah Sam and maybe some other nurseries next year with floral arrangements. 



Additional Compliments 

• San Mateo county fair is the most exciting place to visit 

• So thankful the fair is still going. So much talent in the county to showcase. Lots of fun for 

everyone, especially kids getting away from their screens. 4H is a great program. Glad 

they can exhibit their projects. Thanks for all your hard work. It is appreciated 

• I attended on Tuesday for a special buy out day and it was really fun 

• I personally liked the changing of animals throughout the auction, kept it fresh rather 

than watching 50 turkeys go in a row 

• Having multiple days and times to check in the animals, made it a lot easier for youth 

with multiple species 

• I think the 2026 livestock year was more exhibitor-focused which made the whole 

process more enjoyable and easier to care for and prepare the animals for show. 

• This was our first year exhibiting at the fair with our daughters, and overall it was a 

wonderful experience. I was an exhibitor myself more than 30 years ago, so it was 

especially meaningful to return and see the program from a parent's perspective. From 

our experience, everything was very well organized and ran smoothly. We truly 

appreciate all of the hard work that goes on behind the scenes to make the livestock 

program successful. It was a memorable first year for our family, and we look forward to 

participating for many years to come. 

• One of the best parts of the fair was watching the youth interact with one another and 

seeing the friendships and lasting bonds they build through 4-H, FFA, and the agricultural 

community. Throughout the week, it was clear that the fair is about much more than 

showing animals—it's about developing confidence, responsibility, teamwork, and 

lifelong relationships. The older exhibitors did an outstanding job welcoming the younger 

members, answering questions, offering guidance, and making them feel like they 

belonged. It was inspiring to see them take the younger kids under their wing, share their 

knowledge, and encourage them throughout the week. Those informal mentorships are 

invaluable and help create a positive environment where new exhibitors can learn, grow, 

and gain confidence. As a first-year parent, this sense of community stood out more 

than anything else. Watching youth of all ages support one another, celebrate each 

other's successes, and work together reinforced what makes these programs so special. 

The friendships, leadership skills, and mentorship opportunities developed through 4-H, 

FFA, and the agricultural community are just as important as the competition itself and 

are what will keep many of these kids involved for years to come 

• The kids from other clubs interacted more than any previous year that we have been 

there. It was nice to see the kids all hanging out and making friends from other clubs. 

• Auction went amazing - what an incredible turn out, so clean and well done. Life 

changing memories were made that day! Thanks so very much to everyone!! 

• The RV park was a nice change and the shuttle was working all during fair. The auction 

lunch was fantastic and the Auction was successful 


