
What You Need to Know This Week 
Week of March 20, 2023 

The County of San Mateo distributes this weekly communications & resource sheet to 
county leaders, communicators and partners to help inform discussions with their 
respective audiences and help them serve as trusted messengers. Please also follow the 
County on Facebook and Twitter and share posts on these topics and others on your 
channels.   

Now is the Time to Prepare for Emergencies: Know Your Zone 

• The best time to prepare for any potential disaster is now, not when the lights go out
or emergency managers are issuing evacuation orders.

• To prepare for possible evacuations, for instance, emergency managers have carved
the Peninsula into more than 300 zones on an online, publicly available map
supported by Zonehaven, a California-based company under contract with the County
of San Mateo.

• Each zone is assigned a short code. All residents can enter an address to find your
zone.

• In an emergency, first responders will issue evacuation or other orders and advisories
based on the zones. This information will be pushed out via the news media, social
media such as Twitter, emergency alert notifications and other platforms.

• Sign up for SMC Alert to receive emergency notifications.

• Find additional emergency planning tips.

COVID-19 Update 

• County Health’s COVID-19 pop-up clinic program for schools and faith-based
organizations will conclude on March 31.

• Organizations wishing to host a vaccine clinic may reach out to County Health at
covidvax@smcgov.org for more information.

• Vaccines and boosters remain widely available at health care providers and
pharmacies.

• For real-time information on the availability of vaccines and how to schedule an
appointment by location, visit vaccines.gov.

https://www.facebook.com/CountyofSanMateo
https://twitter.com/sanmateoco
https://www.listoscalifornia.org/
https://aware.zonehaven.com/search?z=9.915345758740816&latlon=37.44849194740739%2C-122.23757780828862
https://aware.zonehaven.com/search?z=9.915345758740816&latlon=37.44849194740739%2C-122.23757780828862
https://aware.zonehaven.com/search?z=9.915345758740816&latlon=37.44849194740739%2C-122.23757780828862
https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/smc-alert
https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/news/more-rain-forecast-now-time-prepare
mailto:covidvax@smcgov.org
https://www.vaccines.gov/


 

 

Upcoming Events: 
• San Mateo County Libraries is hosting an author talk with Meng Jin on Wednesday, 

March 22, at 6 p.m. She will discuss her new short story collection, Self-Portrait With 
Ghost. This new collection of 10 thematically linked short stories reflects relationships 
with others, with the past and with ourselves.  

 

• San Mateo County Libraries is now on Fable, a new virtual book club app for iOS and 
Android. With Fable, you can join a virtual book club or start your own – no meetings 
or video calls required. Book club members can write a post or question, or comment 
on other people's posts. It's as easy as texting or commenting online—but just for your 
fellow book clubbers. Sign up to join the club and for your chance to get a free Fable 
eBook of Self-Portrait with Ghost. 
 

• Come celebrate Cesar Chávez on Friday, March 31, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at East Palo 
Alto Academy, 1050 Myrtle St., East Palo Alto. Sponsored by Behavioral Health and 
Recovery Services, Human Services Agency, ALAS, and Voices of Recovery, the event 
offers free food, raffles, resource connections and entertainment. Joaquín Jiménez, 
who directs the Farmworker Program at ALAS, will be the keynote speaker. For more 
information, contact Voices of Recovery at info@vorsmc.org or (650) 643-6955. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Check Out These Helpful Ways to Stay Informed: 
County of San Mateo Newsroom 
Subscribe to County news email updates 
County Facebook 
County Twitter 
County YouTube 
County Nextdoor 
 
Please direct inquiries to Chief Communications Officer Michelle Durand at 
mdurand@smcgov.org or Social Media Coordinator Christa Bigue at cbigue@smcgov.org 

https://smcl.org/
https://smcl.bibliocommons.com/events/638a8367ae399e2f00a1c97f?_ga=2.72968731.988664753.1678724492-1760788632.1662574408&_gl=1*1yp7fdj*_ga*MTc2MDc4ODYzMi4xNjYyNTc0NDA4*_ga_C65HB4ZH63*MTY3ODcyNjk3MS4yOC4xLjE2Nzg3Mjg3NDQuMC4wLjA.*_ga_G99DMMNG39*MTY3ODcyNjk3MS40OTYuMS4xNjc4NzI4NzQ0LjAuMC4w
https://smcl.bibliocommons.com/v2/search?query=Jin%2C%20Meng%2C&searchType=author&_ga=2.72968731.988664753.1678724492-1760788632.1662574408&_gl=1*1s92j2b*_ga*MTc2MDc4ODYzMi4xNjYyNTc0NDA4*_ga_C65HB4ZH63*MTY3ODcyNjk3MS4yOC4xLjE2Nzg3Mjc1NjAuMC4wLjA.*_ga_G99DMMNG39*MTY3ODcyNjk3MS40OTYuMS4xNjc4NzI3NTYwLjAuMC4w
https://smcl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S76C3461661
https://smcl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S76C3461661
https://smcl.org/
https://fable.co/
https://fable.co/san-mateo-county-libraries
mailto:info@vorsmc.org
https://cmo.smcgov.org/newsroom
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASMATEO/subscriber/new?topic_id=CASMATEO_129
https://www.facebook.com/CountyofSanMateo
https://twitter.com/sanmateoco
https://www.youtube.com/user/sanmateocountygov
http://www.nextdoor.com/
mailto:mdurand@smcgov.org
mailto:cbigue@smcgov.org

